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The Holy Land Committee sponsored a trip to Egypt and the Holy Land in 2010 with dual 

purposes of exploring and enjoying the sights of the region and visiting the facilities receiving 

support from our outreach programs.  Total travelers numbered 27, with 4 returning home 

after the Egypt portion of the trip and 2 joining in Cairo for the Holy Land part of the trip.  17 

travelers were members of St. Andrews, Burke, 3 were previous members, and 7 were relatives 

or friends of travelers.  Our group picture was taken with the Great Pyramids in the 

background. 

 

We spent two full days in Cairo, Egypt visiting the Cairo Museum with its comprehensive 

collection of Pharaonic Art and the treasures of King Tutankhamon. By bus, we toured Islamic 

Cairo by visiting the Mohammed Ali Mosque, the Mosque of Sultan Hassan and the Citadel.  The 

shoppers in our group were disappointed that the bazaars were closed.  



The next day we traveled to Giza, the location of the Great Pyramids and the Great Sphinx.       

  

We visited the Step Pyramid of King Zoser.  Along the way, we also saw the Alabaster Sphinx in 

Memphis, the ancient capital of Egypt.  At the pyramids, the sport of camel riding was enjoyed 

by many of our group. 

 



 

 

Early on the fifth day, we flew from Cairo to Aswan where we boarded a ship that would be our 

home on the Nile River for the next four days.  Generally, we toured ancient temples and tombs 

during the day as the ship cruised down the Nile River at night or in the evenings.   

 

Temple of Horus     Felucca sailboats 



On one of our days on the ship, we flew to Abu Simbel to visit the two temples of Ramses II and 

his wife Queen Nefertari. These temples are one of the most prodigious feats of engineering in 

Egypt, since they were disassembled and moved to higher ground when the Aswan Dam was 

built and reassembled at the current location. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We also had some fun along the way. We visited an alabaster factory that manufactured a 

variety of things that were for sale, of course.  Once between locations, we also traveled by 

horse and buggy, with authentic Egyptian buggy drivers.   



After our ship completed the cruise to Luxor, we finished our tour of Egypt with a visit to the 

Necropolis of Thebes, known as the Valley of the Kings and Queens before flying back to Cairo. 

The following day, four members returned home and two newcomers joined us for a bus trip 

across the Suez Canal (by tunnel, actually) and onward across the Sinai Peninsula to the border 

crossing at Taba, Egypt and Elat, Israel.  After crossing, we were met by our Israel guide, Ray, 

and motored north along the Jordan River to our hotel on the Dead Sea.   

Our first morning in the Holy Land 

called   for a swim in the Dead Sea, 

1288 feet below sea level.  We later 

traveled north along the Dead Sea to 

Masada, a mountain fortress of Herod. 

Although Masada is in ruins, one can 

appreciate the culture and mosaic 

artistry that existed at the time. Looking 

ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛŦŦΣ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƛƴǎ ƻŦ IŜǊƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǾƛǎƘ 

bath is visible. 

 

  

Continuing north, we passed by the caves of Qumran, where the Dead Sea Scrolls were 

discovered, through Jericho with a stop by the sycamore tree, or ancestor thereof, climbed by 

Zacchaeus.  We visited the Jordan River Baptismal Site, a present day commercialized version of 

the place where Christ was baptized.  We continued on through the river valley to Tiberias, on 

the shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Touring daily from our hotel in Tiberias, we visited Capernaum, 

the crusader city of Caesarea and the Roman Aqueduct and Hippodrome. We stopped at  the 

city of Nazareth, Megiddo, and took a boat trip on the Sea of Galilee. 



 

 

                               Jordan River Baptismal Site. 

 

          Amphitheater at Caesarea                                         Roman Aqueduct 

 



 

     Basilica of the Annunciation                                           Inside dome of the Basilica 

 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƛƴǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ                     /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ 

 

   Tiberius as seen from the Sea of Galilee                   Altar of the Church of the Beatitudes 



As we traveled along we got to know a little about our guide, Ray.  He is now a middle aged 

man who was born in Israel, a few miles outside of Jerusalem.  He is an Arab Christian 

Palestinian whose origin is from the West Bank.  He was raised in the family home, which he 

now owns with his brother, since his father has died.  He became concerned about limited 

opportunities for his children growing up as Palestinians and, after the wall was built separating 

the Jewish and Palestinian areas, he moved his family to Canada.  He has never been able to 

obtain a passport from Israel, and travels with a Canadian and a Jordanian passport to and from 

his Canadian home, spending three months in the spring and fall leading tours of his homeland, 

Israel. 

 

       The Western Wall of the Temple Mount 


