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"In the wilderness prepare the way 
of the Lord, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God." 
Isaiah 40:3 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

What a series of celebrations! You may see in our 
accolades many of the people who helped pull our 
celebrations together. Undoubtedly, we cannot thank 
everyone enough, including our saints of the past. After 
getting through these celebrations, we find ourselves in 
December and the Advent season! This abrupt break and 
beginning a new liturgical year not only encourages us to 
intentionally observe a season, but to reflect on our 
common call to follow Jesus Christ.  

The month of December primarily contains our season of 
Advent. I think of the Advent season as a cousin to Lent. It 
is a time of preparation for the celebration of the 
Incarnation in the person of Jesus and a time to prepare 
for the second coming of Jesus. We profess our faith each 
week that "he will come again," and this is a time to reflect 
on that common profession of our faith.   

For the first time in a while we may feel a bit more "normal" 
for this time of year. The hustle and bustle returned as have 
the in-store and online deals. We find ourselves in the 
wilderness of our lives with an ever present "more" 
mentality. Our season of celebrations this past month 
brought “more” of everything from music, to relationships, 
to worship, and joy! We head straight into December when 
the “rest” of our lives asks for “more.” I think we have and 
are celebrating our 50th with appropriate fanfare and find 
it a joyous experience. Now as we enter into Advent, 
perhaps we may need Advent more than usual.  

Making way in the wilderness may mean carving out 
places of quiet or separate from the rush of the season. We 
rarely find much time of quiet in December, however, our 
liturgical cycle calls for such a time. How might we prepare, 

not only for upcoming celebrations, but to set aside time in 
our lives to pray and listen to God. This is a time to ask 
where and when you are the most genuine you, and ask 
God who God is asking you to be. Who is God asking us, the 
community of St. Andrew’s, Burke, and the larger Church to 
be?  

Communally, we are in the cycle of the year when our 
veteran vestry is hard at work and our many committees 
and ministries are in full swing. In the midst of our faithful 
stewardship, we also look up to God and at the paths 
ahead. A question for each of us in our ministries is “where 
is Jesus leading and asking us to go?” The idea of Advent 
is not to be caught in the frenetic pace, but to pause and 
acknowledge our God who sits and walks with us each 
step of the way.  

Individually, enjoy the season and, yes, you may feel free to 
sing along to the all Christmas radio stations. However, find 
some space this season to reflect and live into the reality 
that Christ will come again. Perhaps pick up a book 
recommended by the Rev. Colleen in the Wednesday 
emails. Take some time to just "be" yourself. Ask God, ask 
Jesus, to where you are being led.  

Observing Advent enables us to find our compass in the 
middle of the wilderness and make space for Christ on 
whom we rely, serve, and follow in and through the Church 
and in our lives. In this space, we find gratitude. I thank our 
staff, all ministry volunteers, and everyone for the 
wonderful celebrations and for faithful stewardship of all 
our resources. It brings me joy to enter into this season with 
you and looking forward to our continued common life 
together in Christ.  

I pray that you have a blessed Advent and I look forward to 
seeing you in worship through this season and as we 
celebrate the Incarnation!  

Faithfully yours,  

RECTOR 

THE REV. WILL PACKARD 
will@standrews.net 
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Worship Services 
Wednesday @ 9:30 AM 

Saturday @ 6:00 PM 
Sunday @ 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

 

Bible Study 
Wednesday @ 10:30 AM 

Sunday @ 9:00 AM 
 

Sunday School 
Sunday @ 11:20 AM 

 

Adult Forum 
Sunday @ 11:20 AM 

 

Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday @ 5:00 PM (Youth) 

Thursdays @ 7:00 PM  (Adult) 
 

AA Meetings 
Tuesday @ 7:00 PM 
Friday @ 8:00 PM 

 

ESOL 
Tuesday @ 9:30 AM 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Office Hours 
Monday  9 - 4 
Tuesday  9 - 4 

Wednesday  9 - 4 

Thursday  9 - 4 
 

 
 

 

Net Submissions 
If you have an article for the 

Monthly Net, please email it to 
Emily (emily@standrews.net)  
no later than the 20th of the 
month. All submissions are 

subject to approval. 

Both Advent and 
December can offer 
us a time of reflection 
and anticipation in 
our personal lives 
and the life of this 

Parish. What an outstanding year we have 
had with our 50th Anniversary celebrations, 
and bringing back so many of our favorite 
things here at St. Andrew’s. It has been a 
delight to be with you this year.  

The Vestry is appreciative of all your 
pledges for 2023. Thank you so much for 
what you are doing, and your commitment 
to St. Andrew’s. Every single pledge is 
making an impact on what we’re able to 
do. We are so grateful for the abundance 
of pledges with so many households 
meeting and even exceeding the stretch 
request in the stewardship letters. We 
know that this is a particularly challenging 
year for every household financially and 
are so grateful for such a response. This 
faithful stewardship enables the church to 
respond better to our own increasing 
expenses.  

We thank our treasurers and Vestry for the 
budget presentation provided a few 
months ago. As mentioned in this 
presentation, many factors contribute to a 
difficult financial climate in which we may 
not be able to maintain our current level of 
funding. Remember we do not have a glass 
half full or half empty situation; we have a 
whole new glass and it is overflowing.  

Within this new glass and era of the 
church, your Vestry and finance team 
continue to make challenging decisions as 
good fiduciary stewards in all areas. We 
are evaluating how we engage all our 
resources - people, time, treasure, and 
talent. We remain committed to enhancing 
our financial processes, and to being as 
transparent as possible; while we honor 
the expectation to be fiscally responsible 
and present a balanced budget. We 
appreciate the trust you have put in us to 
be good stewards of all our resources.  

The budget is currently with the Finance 
and Audit Committee who will present its 

recommendations to the Vestry prior to our 
next meeting on December 12th. The 
Vestry will review the recommendations 
from the FAC and continue our 
discussions. You will hear from us shortly 
after that meeting with an update on the 
budget. Thanks to you, every one of you, 
who have made a pledge for 2023! If you 
have not made your pledge for 2023, 
please consider making one soon so it can 
be considered in our budget process.  

I’m humbled by all the opportunities I’ve 
had to find joy with each of you this year. I 
hope this Advent Season is one of mystery, 
expectation, and maybe a little delight for 
your family.  

In December, there will be many ways for 
you to celebrate here at St. Andrew’s.  

• Our Annual Giving Tree, benefiting 
FACETS, will arrive at the Narthex this 
weekend. You are encouraged to select 
an ornament, make the purchases 
based on the suggestions, and return the 
gifts to the church by December 
18th.There are more names available on 
our Signup Genius page if you aren’t able 
to join us in person (http://tiny.cc/07j1vz). 

• Karen Ashbrook and Friends will join us 
on December 11th for a FoMA Concert at 
4:00 p.m. 

• Lessons and Carols will be on December 
18th at 5:00 p.m. 

• St. Andrew’s will be delivering our 
FACETS Hot Meals on Christmas Eve this 
year. We’d like to include some treats 
along with the dinners. As you prepare 
your Christmas cookies/treats, consider 
baking an extra dozen; or on your next 
trip to the store, purchase an extra bag 
of candy. We’ll create goodie bags on 
December 22nd. All are welcome to join 
us for some festive fun while giving back 
to our community.  

• We’ll have a Christmas Pageant at 4:00 
p.m. on Christmas Eve; followed by a 7:00 
p.m. Holy Eucharist: Rite II service with 
music; and a 10:00 p.m. “Midnight” 
service with the adult choir.  

SENIOR WARDEN 

BETSY COTTEN 
srwarden@standrews.net 

VESTRY NEWS 

mailto:emily@standrews.net
mailto:srwarden@standrews.net
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Prayer List 
Pam 

John & Janet Carver 

Bill Hartig 

Nancy Knight 

Charles Petty 

Hugh Brian Henderson 

Olivia Kertesz 

Beth Matovick 

Felix Benitez 

Annie Sher 

Frank Traglia 

John Strong 

Maureen Sullivan 

Donna Schrock 

John & Gayle Brooks 

Andrea Corella 

Eddie Fortune 

Louise Mason 

Sharon Sutton 

Michelle Meyer 

Mike Trapper 

Carson 

Gloria Aurora 

John Corbett 

Diane Marshall 

Brian DeWyngaert 

Miguel Salazar 

Andrea Griffiths 

Caeley Flanagan 

Carolyn Kohn 

Dorothy Polk 

Rachael Noonan 

Audrey R. 

Emily Marmalu 
(family friend of the Taggart’s) 

Joe Johns 
(father of Sandy Gumbert) 

Ben Logan Sisk 
Uncle of Bram Lillard) 

Lin & Art Christianson 
(friends of Chris Umberger) 

Don McPherson 
(family friend of Betsy Cotton) 

Departed Kim Reisig 

Nate Dixon 

Wally Morgan 

Scott Rife 

Myra Miller Hughes 

Debbie Polk 

Jacqueline Turner 

Edie Yriart 

Josefa Jackson 

Jane Nies 

Tony Durso 

Lisa Eggers 

Angela Kennedy 

Brad Geiger 

Annie Hughes 

I love listening to the sounds of children playing 
on the playground. It helps me remember just 
how powerful learning through play is for a young 
child. As the children play, I hear them telling 
stories, pretending, walking up the slide, pulling 

friends in wagons, and decorating a Christmas tree in the gazebo. The 
natural world is a wonderful resource for helping children meet their 
early learning goals. 

I continue to be amazed at a classroom of children growing into a 
community of learners. At the beginning of the year our students are 
unfamiliar with each other, not sure of routines, and wondering why 
they need to leave their house to come to us. Familiarity and trust lay 
the groundwork for a powerful learning community. Plentiful 
unstructured and structured playtimes create a place where children 
take chances, make mistakes, discover new things, build relationships, and ask thoughtful questions. This transformation 
is beginning to happen in our classrooms. It is a beautiful reminder of the importance of an engaging classroom. 

The MITRE Corporation, Girl Scout Troop 5214, and Cub Scout Pack 1346 packed 600 bags of food this month to sustain 
our Food for Friends program through March. We are very thankful for their generous donations to our community 
outreach program. 

We look forward to Christmas Programs and Sing-a-longs the week of December 12th followed by a cookie reception. 
Look for a beautiful Nativity scene designed by our students in the Parish Hall.  

Our preschool families are a blessing to us. We feel fortunate to be a special part of each child’s educational journey.  

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

TAMI PHILLIPS 
preschool@standrews.net  |  (703) 455-8458 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

mailto:preschool@standrews.net


4  |  December 2022  St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

The Net 

50 YEARS OF ST. ANDREW’S 
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Sunday Childcare Help 
Amy Dutton  |  amy@standrews.net 

 

Helpers are needed on Sundays during the 10:00 a.m. service in our joint Nursery/Pre-K class. If you’re 14 years or older, 
vaccinated, and interested in helping, please sign up here: http://tiny.cc/babywatch-fall22. Service hours are available. 

Greening the Church 
Martha Turner  |  flower_guild@standrews.net 

 

In preparation for the Christmas season, the Flower Guild is asking if any parishioners have easy (and 
legal) access to Magnolia trees and are willing/able to donate some of their branches. Branches will be 
needed the weekend of December 17th & 18th. Please contact Martha Turner for more information and/
or if you can help. Thank you! 

(P.S.  The new magnolia tree in front of the church is off limits for at least the next 30 years.) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Emily Nein  |  emily@standrews.net 

It’s time again for the tradition of decorating the church for Christmas with your gifts of poinsettias. Each 
poinsettia is a visual symbol of your gift, given as a memorial for a loved one or a thanksgiving for a 
blessing in your life. Your thanksgivings and memorials will be printed in the Christmas service bulletins.  

Envelopes for your donations are located on the bulletin board outside the office. Suggested donations: 
$25. Please return your filled-out envelope to the office by Thursday, December 15th. 

 

Children’s Christmas Pageant Rehearsals  
Amy Dutton  |  amy@standrews.net 

Calling all sheep, angels, shepherds, wise guys, and narrators to be a part of our Christmas Pageant! 
The pageant will be in the same format it has been: lots of children dressed up as various characters 
while older kids read the Nativity story. We encourage children to come to both rehearsals (especially if 
they have one of the few speaking roles), but visiting children can join in the fun as long as they arrive 30 
mins before the 4:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve. 

Costumes will be provided, but if you have an animal/shepherd/angel costume at home, kids are welcome to wear that. 
Rehearsals are Sunday, December 18th, from 12:15 - 2:00 p.m. (food provided) and Saturday, December 24th, from 2:00 - 
3:45 p.m. with the service starting at 4:00 p.m. 

We are looking for a few adults/teens to help with herding children and assisting the production. Please contact Amy if 
you want to volunteer. 

50th Time Capsule 
Jim Kirkpatrick  |  50th@standrews.net 

 

We need ideas for items to put in the capsule, such as photos, currency, face mask, letters from parishioners, a list of our 
50th activities, the Net, etc. Please send your suggestions to Jim Kirkpatrick at 50th@standrews.net. The capsule will be 
buried in front of the church once all the items have been collected, and opened in 2072. 

mailto:flower_guild@standrews.net
mailto:emily@standrews.net
mailto:50th@standrews.net
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

DECEMBER 7, 2022 

Parents and Littles (PALs) 
Amy Dutton  |  amy@standrews.net 

The December PALs get-together will be on Wednesday, December 7th from 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
Parents and Littles is a chance to mingle with other parents from the Parish and Preschool and have the little ones play 
together. You can stay for the whole time or just drop in whenever. We will have coffee for the grown ups and snacks and 
toys for the kids. 

 

DECEMBER 11, 2022 

FoMA Concert: Old World Christmas w/ Karen Ashbrook and Friends 
Gabe Simerson  |  gabe@standrews.net 

Join us on Sunday, December 11th at 4:00 p.m. for our annual concert by Karen Ashbrook and Friends. The popular duo 
KA/PO (Karen Ashbrook & Paul Oorts) will be joined by cellist Sophie Chang for an afternoon concert, featuring carols and 
music from Belgium, France, England, and Germany. Paul Oorts, Belgian multi-instrumentalist, will share delightful 
childhood Flemish traditions of the season. The shimmering strings of the hammered dulcimer, harp guitar, cello, and the 
reeds of the accordion, ring in the holiday time of year! Funds collected from this concert will be split between ECHO and 
the FACETS Hot Meals program at St. Andrew’s. 

 

DECEMBER 18, 2022 

Advent Lessons & Carols 
Gabe Simerson  |  gabe@standrews.net 

Join us on December 18th at 5:00 p.m. for a service of Advent Lessons and Carols! Modeled on the revered service from 
King's College, Cambridge, this is a choral event with a mixture of congregational Advent hymns and the glorious, if 
sometimes overlooked, Advent repertoire for choir. Don't forget that before there's Christmas, there's Advent, and it's a 
thrilling, mystical season of expectation and anticipation - perfect for expressing in music!   

What a fantastic 50th Anniversary Year Celebration it has been. Thank you so much to the dedicated 
50th Anniversary Committee for your continued work here. You’ve seen bits of celebration across all 
aspects of our Parish. There have been so many who have done so much.  

Our sincere thanks and humble gratitude to: 

• 50th Anniversary Committee: Martha Turner, January Layman-Wood, Mark Foster, Jane Girondo, 
Anne Brannam, Rosemary Phillips, Rich Richardson, and Jim Kirkpatrick. 

• Rich Richardson, Martha Turner, and Deborah England for their work on our 50th Anniversary Prayer. 
• Gabe Simerson for coordinating with former music directors and creating the beautiful Evensong Service. 
• Jim Kirkpatrick and Amy Dutton for their work on the time capsule.   
• To the Gala Committee (Mark Foster, Jane Girondo, Pat Conrad, Rebecca Umberger, Sarah Akins, Stacey Peters) for 

such a wonderful gala in on November 12th. 
• Rich Richardson, Rosemary Phillips, and the Property Resource Committee for their work on the magnolia tree.  
• Rich Richardson, Jewell Gould, the Property Resource Committee, and artist Wayne Cain for the new stained-glass 

window and accompanying tables. 
• Rosemary Phillips and January Layman-Wood kept the bulletin board updated and looking amazing.  
• Emily Nein for working tirelessly to create lots of advertisements and bulletins for all of our events.  
• Father Will and Reverend Colleen greeted and welcomed back numerous previous priests (and a Bishop). 

There are so many people who do so much for St. Andrew's. Stewardship includes gifts of time and talent (in addition to 
'treasure') to the mission of Christ. The Vestry would like to recognize this important work, celebrate some of our unsung 
heroes, and extend our gratitude for all the stewardship offered here. You'll see these in St. Andrew's Accolades. If you 
would like to extend your thanks and praise to someone here at St. Andrew’s or maybe someone you “catch” giving their 
time and talent towards the mission of Christ, we’d like to feature them in St. Andrew’s Accolades. Please share with us at 
vestry@standrews.net or on the bulletin board in the back hallway. 

St. Andrew’s Accolades 
vestry@standrews.net 

 

mailto:vestry@standrews.net
mailto:vestry@standrews.net
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LECTIONARY READINGS 
(www.lectionarypage.net) 

 

DECEMBER 4, 2022 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 

Matthew 3:1-12 
 

DECEMBER 11, 2022 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
Canticle 15 

James 5:7-10 
Matthew 11:2-11 

 

DECEMBER 18, 2022 
4th Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

DECEMBER 24, 2022 
Christmas Eve 

Isaiah 62:6-12 

Psalm 97 
Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2:(1-7)8-20 

 

DECEMBER 25, 2022 
Christmas Day 

Isaiah 52:7-10 

Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1:1-4,(5-12) 

John 1:1-14 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Christmas Schedule 
Saturday, December 24th 

 4:00 p.m. Children’s Pageant w/ Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

 7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

 10:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist: Rite II 
 

Sunday, December 25th 

 11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist: Rite II 

 

DECEMBER 22, 2022 

Cookies for FACETS Hot Meals 
Betsy Cotten  |  srwarden@standrews.net  

This year, our FACETS Hot Meal teams will deliver meals to 130+ families on Christmas 
Eve. We’d like to add some special holiday treats to these meals. As you are doing your 
holiday baking, could you bake an extra batch of cookies/treats? 

Please deliver your cookies/treats (labeled with “FACETS Hot Meals - Cookies”) to the 
kitchen on or before December 22nd. You can also join us as we create our treat bags on 
December 22nd from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Whether you bake or not, all are 
welcome to drop by to help us with this intergenerational opportunity to serve our 
community. This is a great opportunity for families (all ages) to serve together.  

Let us know how you will be helping: http://tiny.cc/y1f1vz. 

FACETS Giving Tree 
Jen Koerner  |  facets@standrews.net 

 

The FACETS Giving Tree is back for another year! We have a list of 47 
children of various ages hoping to get something special this year. We will 
have both an in-person Giving Tree in the church, starting the Second 
Sunday of Advent (December 4th), and an online option at our Giving Tree 
Sign-Up Genius page here: (http://tiny.cc/07j1vz). 

Not every child has specific gift requests (some just gave us their favorite 
color!), but there is a list of suggestions on the FACETS webpage (http://facetscares.org/
donate/holiday-gift-drive), including a reminder to choose ethnically diverse dolls if that is 
your gift. (Suggested limit of $30) 

Once you have your gift, please wrap and label it with the child's first name/last initial and 
age. If you select your child from the in-person tree, you can use the ornament provided. 

Please deliver all gifts to the church by Sunday, December 18th. If you are unable to bring 
your gift to the church, please contact Jen Koerner (facets@standrews.net) to make 
alternate arrangements for a pickup or drop off. Thank you all for your generosity and 
help in making sure these kids have a wonderful Christmas! 

DECEMBER 18, 2022 

http://www.lectionarypage.net
http://tiny.cc/y1f1vz
mailto:facets@standrews.net
http://tiny.cc/07j1vz
http://facetscares.org/donate/holiday-gift-drive
http://facetscares.org/donate/holiday-gift-drive
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Don’t see your name on your birthday? Let us know! 
Contact Emily (emily@standrews.net) and we’ll get you added to the list. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 

Jesse Elliott  

3 

Hannah Compton  

4 

June Folluo  

5 6 

Alice McGuin  

7 

Elsa Kirkham 

Patrick McLean   

8 

Shepard Kirkham  

Georgene Chatman  

9 

Trey Forbes  

10 

Annel Kelley  

11 

 

12 

Samuel Hellier  

13 

Stacey Thomas  

14 

David Kagulu-
Kalema  

15 

Beverly Bernhards  

Beth Ridpath  

Betsy Pugin  

16 

George Mawanda-
Kalema  

17 

Libby Fike  

Maddie Vega  

18 

Frances Moffett  

Hannah Colvig  

Gabby Vega  

19 20 

Lisa Rollo  

21 WINTER BEGINS 

Brian Bowker  

Connor Ridge  

22 

Jim Kirkpatrick  

Sandy Mansfield  

Ayla Petty  

Emily Paquette  

Jennifer Koerner  

23 24 

Declan Cone  

25 CHRISTMAS 26 

Frank DeMarco  

27 28 

Charles Petty  

Adam Sabo  

29 

Tracey Mula  

Sean Thomas  

30 

John Chatman  

31 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

mailto:emily@standrews.net
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The Rev. Will Packard  |  Rector 
will@standrews.net 

The Rev. Colleen Schiefelbein  |  Assistant Priest 
colleen@standrews.net 

Michelle Ramsdell   |  Parish Administrator 
michelle@standrews.net 

Emily Nein  |  Communications Director 
emily@standrews.net 

Amy Dutton  |  Director of Family Ministry 
amy@standrews.net 

Gabe Simerson  |  Director of Music & Organist 
gabe@standrews.net 

Tami Phillips  |  Preschool Director 
preschool@standrews.net 

Carlos Guzman  |  Sexton 
sexton@standrews.net 

Clergy & Staff 

Betsy Cotten  |  Senior Warden 
srwarden@standrews.net 

Jonathan Withington  |  Junior Warden 
jrwarden@standrews.net 

Doug Wood  |  Register 
register@standrews.net 

Pam Rozelsky & Pete Kirkham  |  Co-Treasurers 
treasurer@standrews.net 

Sarah Akins & Stacey Peters  |  Fellowship 
fellowship@standrews.net 

Sarah Gregory & Woody Browne  |  Formation 
formation@standrews.net 

Jewell Gould & Doug Wood  |  Outreach 
outreach@standrews.net 

Brian Chatman & Dave Umberger  |  Stewardship 
stewardship@standrews.net 

Beth Van Beek & Karan Wright  |  Welcome & Worship 
welcome@standrews.net  &  worship@standrews.net 

2022 Vestry 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
6509 Sydenstricker Road, Burke, VA 22015 

www.standrews.net  |  (703) 455-2500 

DIRECTORY 

http://www.standrews.net

