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ANDRE ALOIS PUGIN 

One occasionally hears stories about “the dash” – the time between birth, June 2, 1943, and 
death, February 24, 2023. What did Andre do with his dash? 

Born in New York City, Andre was the son of Adrien and Madeleine Pugin. His parents were 
immigrants from Switzerland and he was proud of his Swiss heritage. 

Andre attended Power Memorial Academy and graduated from NYU with a BS in Aeronautics 
and Astronautics. Looking for a meaningful adventure, and knowing of the Peace Corps newly
-started by President Kennedy whom he greatly admired, he joined and served two years in 
the Philippines from 1965-67. He took the slow route home, through numerous countries off 
today’s tourist track, especially in the Middle East. When he arrived back in the U.S., he began 
working as a young engineer at the Washington Navy Yard in 1967. 

A young summer intern named Betsy Kopson began working there in 1968. In 1970, she 
graduated from college and they married. Soon, Andre was the father of 3 little girls – 
Jennifer, Melanie, and Annette and was earning an MS in Engineering Administration at 
George Washington University. 

Through the years, Andre served the U.S. as a civilian for the Dept. of the Navy and, later, the 
Dept. of Defense. In the Office of the Secretary of Defense, he served as Manager of 
International Cooperative Programs. He represented the U.S. on the Board of Directors of the 
NATO Maintenance and Supply Organization. He was instrumental in the establishment of the 
US/UK Bilateral Defense Acquisition Commission. 

For Andre, life was always about more than work alone. He saw the world through the lens of 
family and the news of the day. He traveled for his job but he also gave his family the travel 
bug. Whether through family vacations, or trips to New York to visit his parents and brother, 
Adrian and family, helping his children see the world with new and open eyes was an 
important value. 

Living in Burke for 40 years, using the “slug” lines to get to work, being the first PTA 
president at Cherry Run Elementary, modelling the importance of sports for his children and 
the ethics of an honest, compassionate life and religion at its best, was most important to 
Andre. 

When he retired from civil service in 2008, Andre became active at Osher Lifetime Learning 
Institute at George Mason University. He volunteered at an adapted aquatics program with 
Fairfax County, and loved to jog around Burke Lake until Parkinson’s prevented such 
strenuous activity. But Andre had a healthy attitude and continued to move despite this 
movement disorder. 

As a grandad, Andre encouraged his 8 grandchildren to be positive and active and to value the 
importance of an honest life in harmony with God and nature. Loving Betsy and his family 
was the highest expression of love. Andre never wanted to be the center of attention, but we 
honor the memory of this quiet hero who packed a lot into the dash. 

Celebration of Life 

for 

Andre Alois Pugin 
 
 

March 6, 2023 
11:00 a.m. 

 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church † Burke, Virginia 

† 



CLERGY 

The Rev. William L. Packard, Rector 
The Rev. Natalie Regan 

 
ACOLYTE/SEMINARIAN 

Justin Smith 
 

READERS 

Julie Morgan, Old Testament 
James Lemley, Psalm 

Christel Pugin, New Testament 
Jaydenne Rodas, Prayers 

Rosy Vega, Prayers 
Everett Richards, Prayers 

Annette Vega, Prayers 
 

ORGANIST 

Gabriel Rhys Simerson 



8 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Andre. Acknowledge, we 
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 
redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting 
peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
Final Hymn Joyful, joyful, we adore thee Hymn 376 
 
Postlude 
 
 

 

 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a charitable donation to the 

“Greenspring Village Inc Benevolent Care Fund (BCF)” 

7430 Spring Village Dr, Springfield VA 22150 

Checks can be made out to Green Spring Village (BCF) 
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Prelude Canon in D Johann Pachelbel 
 
Opening Hymn I come with joy to meet my Lord Hymn 304 
 
All stand, as able. 

 
I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 
even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself to me in faith, 
shall not die for ever. 
 

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 
who is my friend and not a stranger. 
 

For none of us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, 
and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord's possession. 
 

Happy from now on 
are those who die in the Lord! 
So it is, says the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors. 

 
 
THE COLLECT BCP 493 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our brother, Andre. We thank you 
for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our earthly 
pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in 
death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course on earth, 
until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
THE READINGS 
The people are seated for the readings and the psalm. 

 
Reader: A reading from the book of Lamentations. Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33 

  
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they 
are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my 
soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the 



2 

soul that seeks him. It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the 
Lord. For the Lord will not reject forever. Although he causes grief, he will have 
compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly 
afflict or grieve anyone.  
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 15  
 

O Beloved, whom will You invite 
 into the abode of your Heart? 
Who will dwell with You in Love? 
 
One who walks with integrity, who 
 is in harmony with your Word, 
 and sings the heart’s song; 
Whose tongue speaks truth 
 judging not others and  
 seeking only the good; 
Whose eyes behold not the outer 
 garments of the body, 
 but see within the inner robe 
  of Love; 
Whose own weaknesses are acknowledged 
 and brought to light in prayer; 
Who is just in all affairs of life 
 and takes not advantage of 
  another. 
 
One who does all these things, 
 will join the Dance of Life! 
 will sing the Song of Joy! 

  
 
Reader: A reading from the first letter of John.  1 John 3: 1-2  
   

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and 
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him 
as he is.  
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
All stand or kneel, as able. 

 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the 
spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and 
have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament 
may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that 
kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness 
of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
 
THE COMMENDATION BCP 499 
The Leader and People pray responsively. 

 
Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,  
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 
You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the 
earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, "You 
are dust, and to dust you shall return." All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we 
make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are 
no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
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Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the 
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, 
and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in 
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN. 
 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
THE COMMUNION 
Gluten-free wafers are available; please let an usher or priest know your desire. 
 

Communion Anthem Ave Maria Franz Schubert (1797-1828) 
 
Communion Hymn Servant Song 
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Sequence Hymn  Eagle's wings WLP 810 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:3-12  
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they will be comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth. “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. “Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see God. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you. 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
EULOGY Al Volkman  
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THE HOMILY The Rev. William L. Packard 
A period of silence follows. Rector 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The Leader and People pray responsively. 

 
For our brother, Andre, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, "I am Resurrection and I 
am Life." 
 
Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for Andre, 
and dry the tears of those who weep. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of heaven. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Our brother was washed in baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him fellowship 
with all your saints. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your heavenly 
kingdom. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be our consolation, and 
eternal life our hope. 
 
Silence may be kept. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you Andre, who was reborn by water and the Spirit in Holy 
Baptism. Grant that his death may recall to us your victory over death, and be an occasion for 
us to renew our trust in your Father's love. Give us, we pray, the faith to follow where you 
have led the way; and where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the 
ages of ages. Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
Offertory Hymn  Amazing grace Hymn 671 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
All stand, as able. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  (Eucharistic Prayer C) BCP 369 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another. 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

 
All stand or kneel, as able. 

 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and 
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to 
his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 


