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Dear Friends in Christ,

We arrive at the final days of our
Lenten journey this Holy
Wednesday as we enter info the

' . sacred Triduum (observance of
Maundy Thursdoy, Good Friday, and Easter Vigil) beginning
tfomorrow. | encourage you to read the article from our
Ordinand and Seminarian, Anne Alexis on Holy Week. It is a
fime when we will fransition from this penitential season
following Christ to his death on the cross and to his
Resurrection. These observances capture what it is to be a
Christian.

As a church, we enter a fime of tfransition. As we decide fo
retain the land and pass on an opportunity to sell, we
experience death, Resurrection, and renewal. Our
discernment of land stewardship began prior fo my arrival
here and we mark a huge moment on our larger
discernment. Our stewardship of the land will parallel our
vision and mission living intfo the Baptismal Covenant and
the Great Commission. The Vestry heard our identity living
into our Covenant in Worship, Outreach, Ministry of Space,
Active Discipleship, Pastoral Care, and Fellowship.

We find a time of transition for us as we decide to retain the
land and pass on an opportunity for a confinuing care
community to be developed next door in conjunction with a
generous financial offer. This decision of stewardship is not
to stagnate as this would be akin fo burying our talent. We
are in a time of renewal as our identity will inevitably be tied
to the stewardship of our resources. In this renewal, we
experience the end of a season and rise info a new one.
We will have more information on May 3rd in a presentation
fo the parish and we will need the Spirit's work in and
through you. Our next steps will look tfowards how we
confinue to live into this for the church of now and the
future.

Now, we turn to what is right in front of us this Holy Week.
We walk this sacred journey to the cross and tomb in
remembrance of these events and in a very real way
experiencing them. As we approach the empty tomb, we
seek fo rise again. In that tomb we find not simply
emptiness, but those real facets of our life that are of God.
We also have an opportunity to leave those components of
our life that are not of God in that space. Nothing makes
life clearer than death. We experience this on Good Friday
and we experience what it is to rise again on Easter
Sunday and throughout our lives. We experience this as a
church body and individually.

I look forward to worshipping with you this Holy Week and
Easter and encourage you to invite your friends and family
to join us this Easter and as we live a resurrected life
together.

Faithfully yours,

WA

Almighty God, whose dear Son went not up fo joy but first
he suffered pain, and entered not intfo glory before he was
crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the
cross, may find it none other than the way of life and
peace, through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.



Worship Services
Wednesday @ 9:30 AM
Saturday @ 6:00 PM
Sunday @ 8:00 & 10:00 AM

Formation
Sunday @ 11:30 AM

Bible Study
Sunday @ 9:00 AM
Wednesday @ 10:30 AM

Choir Rehearsal
Thursday @ 7:00 PM (Adult)

AA Meetings
Tuesday @ 7:00 PM
Friday @ 8:00 PM

ESOL
Tuesday @ 9:30 AM

Office Hours
Monday 9
Tuesday 9-
Wednesday 9
Thursday 9

Net Submissions
If you have an arficle for the
Monthly Neft, please email it fo
Emily (emily@standrews.net)
no later than the 20th of the
month. All submissions are
subject fo approval.
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VESTRY NEWS

SENIOR WARDEN

“"Welcome happy
morning” is the opening
phrase of my favorite
Easter hymn and a
declaration of a
magnificent change - one that is just days
away!

Lent is a time to create space for self-
examination and to refocus on the sacrifice
Jesus made for us. However, for me, the
seemingly never-ending winter weather and
confinued hours of standard time darkness
contribute to it being a fairly melancholy and
gray period. Yet, even in the cold, windy, and
potentially overcast 40 days of Lent, St
Andrew’s found multiple ways to fight the
dreary and turn on the light. Several examples
follow below.

e The hugely successful Shrove Tuesday
pancake supper brought the Episcopal
Youth Community (EYC) group over $1000
to support upcoming 2026 projects.
Participants ate a hearty dinner, played
youth-led games, and learned that to be
“shriven” or obtain absolution allows us to
begin the Lenten season “with a clean
slate.”

e Under the supervision of Rebecca
Umberger, we held four Lenten Soup
Suppers in March encouraging fellowship,
the sharing of a simple meal, and hearing
testimonies of faith.

e A Men's Fellowship Coffee was held on the
morning of February 13, at the Springfield
Panera and a Women'’s Fellowship event
held on March 19 -- each providing a
welcoming opportunity for community and
connection for “old” parishioners and
newcomers.

e Karen Hilber organized an additional
Women's Fellowship event, confinuing our
monthly birthday celebration schedule with
a February 21 lunch at Villa Bella restaurant.

e Our Seminarian, Anne Alexis, held Sunday
morning Bible Study, beginning on February
22, exploring the multifaceted question of
what it means to be a Christian.

¢ In mid-March, our Minister of Music, Organist
and Choirmaster, Alan Moser, provided a
Choral Evensong, helping us fo renew our
Lenten prayers and refresh our individual
journeys toward the Easter celebration.

STEPHANIE MEADOWS

srwarden@standrews.net

e From February 17- March 19, we hosted our
friends from the Peace Islamic Center (PIC),
providing a welcoming space for their
tradition of prayer during Ramadan.

e On March 28, St. Andrew’s “Team Believe”
held its annual Purse and Jewelry Sale as a
fundraiser for the American Cancer
Society’s Relay for Life. Special thanks go to
Rebeca Umberger for organizing and
steering the fundraiser and to Elaine Runkel
and Christine Kelly for heading up the relay
team.

e Throughout the Lenten season the Vestry
continued serious discussion and
discernment on St. Andrew’s land
stewardship opportunities, resulting in a final
recommendation, in late March, to retain the
property and prayerfully consider other use
strategies.

This brief list of activities is a testament to the
number of events alive within our parish, even
during a hectic Holy season. None of which
could be accomplished without the church
staff, the Commission leaders, and volunteers
— so a huge thank you to those named and
unnamed.

During our February Vestry retreat, a key goal
identified for 2026 is a “Fully Engaged St.
Andrew's” with a focus on increasing
discipleship and lay involvement. Father Will
likes to refer to our ability to get things
accomplished with a limited number of
volunteers as “scrappy.” | like fo think of it as
grace — recognizing what needs to be done, a
simple acceptance of involvement, and a quiet
steadfast faith to complete the tasks. We can
all use a little more grace! Please consider
using your time and talents fo support the
numerous ministries of this parish. Spring is a
perfect time to spring into action!

Anne Alexis’ most recent sermon reminds us
that death and darkness always precede
resurrection. Out of the darkness brings us the
brightest light — the risen Lord as the "Light of
the World." This is best captured in the final
verse of Hymn 179:

“...show thy face in brightness, bid the nations
see; bring again our daylight: day returns with
thee. Welcome happy morning! age to age
shall say.”

Happy Easter to all.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
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JUNIOR WARDEN
GAIL BOUTON

jrwarden@standrews.net

| had no idea what the Junior Warden did
when | joined the Vestry. Wow. In the
short time that | have had the job, | have
approved payment for utilities (water,
gas, electric — around $3K!), had a ceiling
tile fall in, two door locks fail, a free came down, snow removal
(this winter has had bills amounting to over $8K), we're getting
the cross on fop of the church painted, taking estimates for a
new HVAC system, signed a confract for our grounds

ANNOUNCEMENTS

maintenance. It goes on. This definitely takes a village; we
have quite a village. The Property Resource Committee
(Christine Kelly, Jim Kirkpatrick, Debby Braun, Carol Robinson,
and Paul Foley), and our former Jr. Warden Anne Brannam
along with her husband Todd are all amazing. This only works
when they're involved.

There is a perk to being on the Vestry...you can be in the room
where it happens!

St. Andrew’s Name Tags
Scott Hellier | welcome@standrews.net

How often have you recognized a face but couldn’t quite remember the name? You're not alone—we've all been there. To
make it easier for everyone to connect, we're happy to offer free name tags with either a magnetic or pin backing.

Getting yours is simple: just email your preferred first and last name, along with your choice of backing (magnet or pin—
pin backings are recommended for those with pacemakers), to welcome@standrews.net.

Once we've collected a few requests, we'll place a bulk order. Your name tag should arrive within a couple of weeks, and
we'll let you know when it's ready for pickup from the table under the TV in the Narthex. Thank you for helping us create a
welcoming and connected community!

St. Andrew’s Vacation Bible School Registration
Virginia Sertich | vbs@standrews.net

Vacation Bible School (July 27th-31st) is for kids ages 3.5 to 9 (fully potty-trained preschoolers to rising 4th @J}’g@
graders). Older kids and teens (ages 10-17) are also invited to serve as Junior Counselors, and adults (18+) as 'ﬁ*ﬁ;’-‘s
Volunteers. All can register at the link below. @;:,‘3"
Cost is $55 per child; $140 family maximum; one t-shirt and daily snacks are included for each registrant at no additional
cost (note there will be no cost for youth and adult volunteers).

Registration is open until June Tst. Register: http://tiny.cc/rainforest26. Note: All adult volunteers (ages 18+) will be

required to complete Safe Church online training, and will receive this information after registering.

b Gene Girondo James Stan Tchorz Annie Hughes

W “24(5(5 Dan Emrick Phillipa Nora Herrera Jeff Taltavull @¢W
Roy Eichhorn David Humphrey Jon Wise Fidel Gonzalez

Tony Durso Donna Daugherty Ro & Rob Africano Chuck DeBellevue Bess Yang Al Dessayer (friend of Chris Umberger)
Don Taggart Carol Robinson Karen Brannam Mike Columbus Jacyln Stern Ann Miller (mother of the Rev. Ed Miller)
Marlene Taggart Bob Gleason Carol Payne Ronda Rouse Rebekah Guerra Day
Eve Albanese Lucila Woodard Donna Fortune Dani Bryan Scott Kelley Ted Parker (friend of Bob Heyer)
Larry Packard Katie Gould Pam Mowry Stewart Adam Gregory JoVanna Tawney (mother of Sean Hilber)
Rich Roerig Julie Morgan Paula Masterson Doug Connell (R Y
D'Arcy Mary Petze Dennis Williams Jim Myhre Chris Boyle Luke (nephew of Amy & Deb Braun)
Ron Mason Libby Hassler Tom & Beth C. Barbara Pelletier Johnathan Bill McMurry (friend of Chris Umberger)
SusanScott  ____. Jane Hoge Mark G. Christy Bering
Barbara Klix Bill Hartig Georgiann McDaniel  Millie Nash Yolande Gray Ginnie Berg (friend of Chris Umberger)
Jeff Dutton Olivia Peggy Nordin Alice Jean Stoots Susan Creeden The Rev. H. Vance Johnson, Jr
Sarah Lillard Felix Marla Cook Kristen Hull o o
Mary Richardson Eddie Fortune Susan Henderson Jack Miller Rebecca (friend of Anne Alexis Harra)
Cathy Harman Bishop Shannon Johnston  Janet Williams Chris Erbe
Kit Thompson Bill Armour Terri Bennett John Neal
Lauren Bowdren Eric Rodney Green Andrew Boucek
Scootie Prior Kevin Linehan Zayne Pape-White Erin Cartwright
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Easter Food Pantry

Kate Lewis | outreach@standrews.net

This Easter, we are stocking the community food pantry at ECHO. We are asking that food be brought back to the Church
by April 19th. The items most in need are dry beans (garbanzo, red, and black), caned fruit, honey, jelly, sugar, masa flour,
cooking oil, lemon juice, condiments, baked beans, and spaghetti sauce. Thank you!

Preschool Registration Open
Tami Phillips | preschool@standrews.net

Preschool Registration is now open to the community. For more information call our office to schedule a tour. @3
You may also visit our website and select “link to register” to send an inquiry.

https://preschool.standrews.net | (703) 455-8458
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UPCOMING EVENTS

oHely Lo Jeek Schedule

Maundy Thursday | April 2nd @ 7:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist: Rite Il with foot washing

Good Friday | April 3rd @ 12:00 & 7:00 p.m.
Stations of the Cross service at Noon. Traditional service at 7:00 p.m.

Holy Saturday | April 4th @ 9:00 a.m.
Easter Vigil | April 4th @ 8:00 p.m.

Easter | April 5th @ 7:30, 9:00, § 11:15 a.m.

Our Easter Egg Hunt will start at 10:30 a.m. out on the Playground (weather
permitting). Remember fo bring your own baskets!

APRIL 4, 2026

Easter Flower Set-up
Martha Turner | flowerguild@standrews.net

The Flower Guild will be setting up the Nave with Easter flowers on Saturday, April 4th. If you would like to help, you can
attend the 9:00 a.m. Holy Saturday service and join in afterwards, or just arrive by 9:30 a.m.

APRIL 12, 2026
Women's Fellowship: March/April Birthday Celebration

Karen Hilber | womensfellowship@standrews.net

Calling all March and April birthday gals, and those who like to celebrate other people's birthdays! We will combine our
March and April birthday events into one fabulous celebration! Simone Reba has graciously offered to host brunch at her
house on Sunday, April 12th from 12:30-2:30 p.m. Bring your best birthday wishes and a few dollars o chip in for the
cost of the meal.

RSVP to womensfellowship@standrews.net OR through the event post under "Women's Fellowship" on Realm. And
please let us know if you have a March or April birthday!! The address for the event will be provided upon RSVP.

4 | April 2026 St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
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LECTIONARY READINGS
(www.lectionarypage.net)

APRIL 2, 2026
Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14
Psalm 116:1, 10-17
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

APRIL 12, 2026

Adult Forums: Discipleship
The Rev. Will Packard | will@standrews.net

We are offering a period of preparation during the forum hour period before Bishop
Bourlakas’, Assisting Bishop, visit on November 22nd. If you attend, you will have
sufficient formation to decide if you want to be received, reaffirmed, confirmed, or
baptized. The next Forum will be about the Sacraments on Sunday, April 12th, after the

10:00 a.m. service. There are two more forums after this. Dates to be determined.

APRIL 14, 2026
Faith 250 at St. Peter’s in the Woods

The Rev. Will Packard | will@standrews.net

We continue our interfaith discussions with Faith250, studying and discussing

]

our natfion’s “Scriptures” with at least 13 other communities of faith. The format

APRIL 3, 2026
Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42

APRIL 4, 2026

includes gathering at tables with a smaller group (pre-selected) with whom you Holy Saturday
will have guided discussion. There is no preparation necessary for our next Job 14:1-14
gathering on Tuesday, April 14th, between 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. at St. Peter’s in the Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16
Woods. Register online (http://tiny.cc/april250). QO] 1 Petfer 4:1-8
, , , L R Matthew 27:57-66
We are helping to host this event. If you would like to assist with food or set-up, é}, E 3
please sign up here (http://tiny.cc/help250). - Easter Vigil
Romans 6:3-11
Psalm 114
APRIL 19, 2026 Matthew 28:1-10
EYC Bowling Night
The Rev. Will Packard | will@standrews.net APRII:OSST;r2026
Grab a friend and join us for bowling, food, and arcade games as we celebrate  @QF4(e) Acts 10:34-43
Easter together! Sign up here: http://tiny.cc/eyc_bowling. Meet at the church %% RS Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

at 4:00 p.m. to carpool over to Bowlero and arrive at 4:15 p.m. to check in.
Bowling and arcade from 4:30-6:00 p.m. Pick-up is at 6:30 p.m. at the church!

Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-18

APRIL 12, 2026

APRIL 19, 2026 2nd Sunday of Easter
. . Acts 2:140,22-32
FoMA Concert Series: The White House Band 1 Peter 1:3-9
foma@standrews.net John 20:19-31
Our last concert of the 2025-2026 season is on Sunday, April £ Psalm 16

19th, at 4:00 p.m. Performing a mix of jazz ranging from swing %
and Dixieland to hip-hop and other popular genres, The White
House Band performs concerts from New York to North
Carolina. The musicians were all members of Washington DC-
based military service bands and regularly performed at the
White House. Trumpeter Dave Detwiler followed his US Army
Band career with a second career with The National Symphony
Orchestra Pops while founding and organizing The White House
Band simultaneously. And, their White House stories add to

vodw

the fun entertainment

APRIL 19, 2026
3rd Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:140,36-41
Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35

APRIL 26, 2026

provided by these seasoned veterans! Free admission. Reception to follow. 4th Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
APRIL 23, 2026 1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10
Women's Fellowship: Coffee Chat
Karen Hilber | womensfellowship@standrews.net
Spring has finally sprung! Join us at West Springfield Panera for your favorite beverage
and casual conversation. Catch up with friends and make some new ones! | have high
hopes that we will be able to sit on the patio and enjoy the warm sunshine! See you on
Thursday, April 23rd at 9:30am!
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church April 2026 | 5


http://www.lectionarypage.net
mailto:womensfellowship@standrews.net
mailto:will@standrews.net
http://tiny.cc/eyc_bowling
mailto:will@standrews.net
mailto:will@standrews.net
http://tiny.cc/april250
http://tiny.cc/help250

The Net

SENIOR SEMINARIAN
ANNE ALEXIS HARRA
aharra@vts.edu

Dear People of God at St. Andrew'’s,

We are transitioning out of Lent and
marching toward our observance of
Holy Week. Holy Week is the week in
the church year when we literally keep time with Jesus in
His final earthly hours. This Holy Week feels distinctly
special for me as it is the last Holy Week | will observe in this
wonderful community. Graduation is just six weeks away.
God willing and with the consent of the people, this will be
my last Holy Week as a layperson. If you will indulge me, I'd
like tfo offer some reflections on these most holy days the
church global is preparing to observe.

We will begin our “timekeeping” with Jesus beginning
Sunday when we observe Palm Sunday. We will celebrate
Jesus’ triumphal - but peaceful - entrance into Jerusalem.
Like the crowds gathered at the Jerusalem gates, we will
wave palm leaves and shout “Hosanna! Hosanna to the
Son of David!” Hosanna is franslated, “Have mercy on us,”
which feels especially appropriate for our times.

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Holy Week are
marked as special days of prayer. There is also the
Wednesday morning Eucharist to which all are invited.

Thursday marks the beginning of the Triduum, the three
holiest days of the Christian year. The Triduum (meaning
“Three Days”") consist of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
and the Great Vigil of Easter. You might note there is no
dismissal after the Maundy Thursday liturgy. The ancient
church - and current liturgical theologians - understood the
Triduum as a unitive liturgy. Yes, we go home in between
the services, but it is observed as one cohesive liturgy. The
Triduum was also the sacred time in which converts to the
faith were in the very final stages of preparation for their
initiations (baptism) at the Vigil.

On Maundy Thursday, we wash one another's feef,
remembering Christ washing the feet of His disciples. We
will celebrate the Holy Eucharist. After the Eucharist, we will
strip the altar as a way of continuing our journey in Jesus’s
footsteps. After washing the disciples’ feetf, Jesus was

6 | April 2026

betrayed by Judas Iscariot and handed over to the Roman
authorities. We strip the altar to prepare for the emptiness
of the world when Jesus dies.

Good Friday is the Christian day of atonement (think: at-
one-ment). It is the day we witness to Christ’s sacrifice on
the cross for us. Jesus was an innocent man condemned
to a humiliating and brutal state-sanctioned death. He
willingly assumed the cross to reconcile the whole creation
to the Godhead. Truly, there has never been a greater act
of love for us. It is a day to mourn, to grieve, and to show
solidarity with our siblings across the world who suffer. It is
the day we are both closest to, and farthest away from,
God.

Saturday night we celebrate the Great Vigil of Easter. This
is the most ancient of our liturgies, with its origins dating
back to the Second Century. We hear our deacon sing the
Exsultet, enter the church in the dark, and hear a record of
God's saving deeds throughout our history. We will baptize
(YAY, BAPTISM!) and with joy declare the first Easter
proclamation, that Christ is in fact risen. We will leave the
church with the lights on both in the sanctuary and in our
hearts.

I hope you will join us for all of our Holy Week services as we
join our voices in prayer, song, lament, praise, and
ultimately, joy. Every year Holy Week elicits new feelings
and dimensions in my spiritual life. It is always an honor to
pray alongside my fellow Christians and to give thanks for
the sacrifice that has facilitated our salvation. But, really,
St. Andrew'’s, it is a joy to serve you all during these holy
days. Know that, as you have been in my prayers, you will
remain there as we journey these most holy days together.

See you at the gates of Jerusalem (the parking lot of St.
Andrew’s) on Sunday.

Peace and gratitude,

Anne Alexis

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 MAUNDY THURS. | 3 GOOD FRIDAY |4 HOLY SATURDAY
Theodore Watson Beau Peters
Lulu Langan
5 EASTER |6 7 8 9 10 11
Maddie Emert Don Taggart Ellen Gleason Sharon Gould Amy Braun Teddy Haubner
Chris Seidel Ann Colvig Bob Heyer
S
1
3 oer 0
.: ‘\:Es**‘{u ) ¥
AR
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Kim Horan Jeff Dutton Lily Haubner Wendy Carver Maddie Compton Todd Peters Wayne Leong
Liz Stem
19 20 21 22 EARTHDAY |23 24 25
Patmarie Nedelka Lynn Bowdren Paul Hardin, IV Betsy Cotten Woody Browne
Paul Hardin, 11l Teddy Demy Lindsay McWilliams
Jeff Reba Jennie Sparlin
Oscar Campbell
),
\%
il
26 27 28 29 30
Gail Bouton Elizabeth Horan Andrea Hellier Christine Kelly

Don‘t see your name on your birthday? Let us know!

Contact Emily (emily@standrews.net) and we'll get you added fo the list.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church April 2026 | 7


mailto:emily@standrews.net

The Net

DIRECTORY

Clergy & Staff

The Rev. William L. Packard | Rector
will@standrews.net

The Rev. Maria Maguire | Associate Rector
maria@standrews.net

The Rev. Susie Harding | Deacon
susie@standrews.net

Michelle Ramsdell | Parish Administrator
michelle@standrews.net

Emily Nein | Communications Director
emily@standrews.net

Alan Moser | Minister of Music, Organist, & Choirmaster
alan@standrews.net

Tami Phillips | Preschool Director
preschool@standrews.net

Carlos Guzman | Sexton
sexton@standrews.net

2026 Vestry

Stephanie Meadows | Senior Warden
srwarden@standrews.net

Gail Bouton | Junior Warden
jrwarden@standrews.net

Jeff Reba | Register & Land Stewardship Lead
register@standrews.net

Dan Humphrey | Treasurer
treasurer@standrews.net

Bruce McWilliams | Assistant Treasurer
treasurer2@standrews.net

Karen Spencer | Fellowship
fellowship@standrews.net

Becky Haler & Pam Hardin | Formation
formation@standrews.net

Kate Lewis | Outreach
outreach@standrews.net

Sean Hilber | Safety & Security
safety@standrews.net

Bill Johnson | Stewardship
stewardship@standrews.net

Scott Hellier | Welcome
welcome@standrews.net

Carol Robinson | Worship
worship@standrews.net

St. ‘s Episcopal Church

-3

6509 Sydenstricker Ro
www.standrews.net | (703}455-2500

Burke, VA 22015
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